
A Poem for Europe
A competition to find the most 
inspiring poem on Europe

We invite entrants to write a poem 
expressing their emotions about 

Europe and its future.

As ordinary citizens we have felt powerless 
to affect the outcome of Brexit, so we 

have decided to make a creative response 
through a Poetry Competition.

We will be politically neutral with the 
judging, it is the quality of the poem that 

counts.

Gillian Clarke, the National Poet of Wales 
from 2008 – 2016, will be judging the Open 

Competition.

apoemforeurope.org



“Poetry does make things 
happen!  Words have power! 

Imagination shapes ideas and 
values!  This competition is a 

strong and marvellous and 
hopeful venture, and every entry 

will help make a difference.”

Dame Marina Warner, President of the 
Royal Society of Literature

We’re launching a national competition to find the most 
thoughtful and inspiring poem about Europe. The theme is 
‘A Poem for Europe’. 
We’ve watched the shambles our politicians have made of the 
UK/EU Brexit negotiations. As ordinary citizens we have felt 
powerless to affect the outcome, so we have decided to make a 
creative response through setting up a Poetry Competition.
We invite entrants to share their emotions about Europe and 
its future by writing a poem (maximum length of 32 lines) 
expressing them.
Shortlisted poems will be published online and in print too. 
Entrants have the chance to receive cash prizes if they win 
the Competition. The draft criteria include originality and 
imagination, technical skill, clarity in whatever message entrants 
wish to express, and avoidance of political recriminations. We 
will be politically neutral in the judging – it is the quality of the 
poem that counts.



The competition has two age groups (defined as the age 
you’ll be on 31st July 2019):
Young Person’s category: 16 – 25 years old 
Open Category: 26+ years old
Please read the competition rules carefully before 
entering. (see apoemforeurope.org/rules/)
Entries are via our competition website, at 
apoemforeurope.org, and will receive automatic 
confirmation once submitted. Fee payment can be made 
by PayPal, Credit or Debit card. 
Entry Fees
In the Open Category (26+) each poem submitted costs £6. 
In the Young Person’s category (16-25) the charge for each 
poem submitted is £3.
Dates
The competition for  ‘A Poem for Europe’ opens on 1st May 
2019 and closes on midnight (UK time), 31st July 2019.
Prizes
There are two 1st prizes of £500 in both the Young 
Person’s category and the Open category.
Highly Commended. The top 20 poems in each category, 
including the prize winners, will be published online and 
in print.
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Gillian Clarke, the National Poet of Wales from 2008 – 2016, 
will be the judge of our Open Competition.

Awarded the Queen’s Gold medal for Poetry in 2010 and 
the Wilfred Owen Award in 2012. Picador published her 
Selected Poems in 2016. She has given poetry readings 
and lectures in Europe and the United States, and her 
work has been translated into ten languages.

She is a former editor of The Anglo-Welsh Review (1975–84) 
and the current president of Tŷ Newydd. Several of her books 
have received a Poetry Book Society Recommendation.

Vanessa Kisuule will be the judge of our Young Person’s 
Competition.

She is a writer and performer based in Bristol. She has 
won over 10 slam titles including Farrago Schools Out Slam 
Champion 2010, Bang Said The Gun Award, Poetry Rivals 
2011, Next Generation Slam 2012, Slambassadors 2010 and 
South West Hammer and Tongue Slam Champion 2012 
and most recently The Roundhouse Slam 2014, Hammer 
and Tongue National Slam 2014 and the Nuoryican Poetry 
Slam in New York

A Poem for Europe has been created by Christopher 
Bond. Christopher is a founder of two Competitions – 
The Shepton Snowdrop Poetry Competition and The 
Festival Run at Glastonbury.

Kevin Redpath is a founder member of the 
competition team and manages the website and 
the online marketing.  

Competition Judges

Competition Organisers

Jenny Smith runs the Creative Writing Competitions for Wells 
Festival of Literature and jumped at the chance of helping to 
launch The Poem for Europe.


